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DevExpress Reports (WinForms, WPF, ASP.NET, MVC, .NET Core) v20.2
PDF Document — Inserting Signatures Video Script

Video URL: https://youtu.be/Y6900onNwaac
Product URL: https://www.devexpress.com/subscriptions/reporting/
Free Trial URL: https://www.devexpress.com/Products/Try/

DevExpress Reports is our royalty-free .NET reporting platform. DevExpress Reports ships as
part of most DevExpress subscriptions and fully supports WinForms, WPF, ASP.NET, MVC,
ASP.NET Core, and Blazor.

In this tutorial, I'll describe one of our newest DevExpress Report-related features — the ability
to embed a signature field directly into your report or any document generated via DevExpress
Reports. As you’ll see, once you use our new XRPdfSignature report control, you’ll be able to
add visual signatures to your exported PDF documents with ease. When you incorporate this
feature, your app will allow users to sign your report or document before it is exported to PDF
or it can allow users to apply a signature when the document is already in a PDF format.

Before | get started, let me quickly mention our free 30-day trial. If you are new to the
DevExpress product line and have yet to experience the flexibility of our desktop and web
reporting suite, be sure to point your browser to devexpress.com/try to download your free 30-
day trial of DevExpress Reports today.

OK, let’s get started...

I'll be using the DevExpress Visual Studio Report Designer in this video, but you can also use our
End User Report Designer to achieve the same result.

To add a signature section to a report, I'll need to drop our new XRPdfSignature control onto
the report’s design surface. Note that at design-time and within the Report Preview,
XRPdfSignature displays key placeholder values including:

- Certificate name;

- The certificate's Distinguished Name;
- The reason for signing the document;
- And signature location and date.

We also display a mock-up of a signature to help guide users. Once a valid signature is added to
the signature section, these placeholder values are replaced with actual values. As you would
expect, you can hide any of these fields as needed. To do so, simply expand the control's smart
tag and uncheck the fields you’d like to hide within your app. You can uncheck the Show
Captions property to hide field captions.
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Let me now demonstrate what XRPdfSignature does to an exported PDF document. While in
Preview mode, I'll expand the Export Document drop-down and will select PDF File. This will
invoke our built-in PDF Export Options dialog. I'll now click the Digital Signature field's ellipsis
button to activate the Signature Options window. This is where | can select the signature
certificate — a certificate that must be on your machine — and optionally specify signature
reason, location, contact information, and image.

Once I've made my entries, | can preview the exported document within a PDF Viewer — in this
case Adobe Acrobat. As you can see, our new XRPdfSignature control is now rendered as a PDF
form field and it displays the signature information | entered a moment ago.

Before | wrap up, let me return to our Visual Studio Report Designer and show you how you can
specify the point at which a signature can be entered - specifically, prevent users from entering
a signature during the export process.

I'll navigate to our XRPdfSignature control and I’ll go ahead and uncheck

the XRPdfSignature control's Display Document Signature checkbox. When | do this, users will
not be able to insert a signature during the actual PDF export process. They will only be able to
to add a signature to the exported PDF file using a PDF editor.

With that, | hope you’ve enjoyed this short video on DevExpress Reports and its new Signature
control. If you liked this video, please give us a thumbs up. If you have questions, please
comment below. And please remember to subscribe to this channel for more great DevExpress
videos.
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